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PUBLISHER’S FOREWORD 


The service Dr. Kalisch rendered in 1877 by his first 
Hnglish transladon of the Sepher Yezirah has grown even 
greater with the passing years. Other translations, it is 
true, have a certain merit; nonetheless, none has surpassed 
and few have equaled the work that he did. 

This is so not because Dr. Kalisch was Jewish 
and other translators were not; but rather because his 
translation was prompted by motives unmixed with 
mistaken notions of the authors intent. He dealt with it 
reverently as the earliest example of Hebrew metaphysical 
writing and not as a brief for a particular school of magical 
legerdemain in the realm of thought. 

One readily forgives him, then, for calling the Qabalah 
a system of metaphysical delirium, for such it became in the 
hands of those whose mental discipline was small and whose 
imagination large. He rescued the Sepher Yezirah from the 
unworthy use to which such writers were subjecting it. 

Without question, the Sepher Yezirah is a fundamental 
source of Qabalistic thought, but it should be remembered, 
as Dr. Johann Friedrich von Meyer pointed out in his 
preface to the German translation of 1830, a distinction 
must always be made between the real Qabalah and the 
excrescences that have developed around it. Unfortunately, 
for most, those excrescences are the Qabalah. 

Dr. Kalisch’s real service lay in restoring the 
work as a sound metaphysical treatise worthy of the 



atcention of all seriously interested in the development 
of such concepcs. 

Originally, the Qabalah was conducive to such concepts, 
and had Qabalists confined themselves solely to the Yezirahs 
pattern and not ventured beyond it in extensions of thought 
based on fundamental misconceptions, the extravagances of 
eighteench and nineteenth cencury mysticism would have 
been avoided and the Qabalah would today be seen as a 
steady and reliable beacon in a w'orld of dark and confused 
thinking. But for that result, the human mind itself would 
have had to be differently constituted. 

Modem systems of thought—ethical, religious, meta- 
phvsical—have nevertheless been permeated with ideas 
directly traceable to the Qabalah. Esoteric societies and 
mvstical organizations have drawm largely from it for their 
ritualistic teaching and procedure—oftentimes being altogether 
unaware of their indebtedness. 

The Ancient and Mystical Order Rosae Crucis has 
numbered among its members in the past many w'ho were 
known to be Qahalists, and today its membership is kept 
informed of the essencial characteristics. It is in the attempt to 
make available authentic information on the subject that this 
reprinting of Dr. Kalisch’s cranslation of the Sepher Yezirah is 
undertaken. There is liccle doubt that the careful and properly 
discriminating reader w'ill be adequately rew'arded for time 
spent in the study of this invaluable little essay. 

JOEL DlSHER 

Literary Research Department 
Rosicrucian Order, AMORC 
Rosicrucian Park, San Jose 
October 13, 1948 



PREFACE 


This metaphysical essay, called “Sepher Yezirah,” 
(book on creation, or cosmogony,) which I have 
endeavored to render into Hnglish, with explanatory 
notes, is considered by all modern literati as the 
first philosophical book that ever was written in the 
Hebrew language. But the time of its composition 
and the name of its author have not yet been 
ascertained, despite of the most elaborate researches 
of renowned archaeologists. Some maintain that this 
essay is mentioned in the Talmud treatise Sanhedrin, 
p. 66 b. and ibid. 67 b. which passage is according 
to the commentary of Rashi, to treatise Hrubin, 
p. 63 a., a reliable historical notice. Hence this book 
was known already in the second or at the beginning of 
the third century of the Christian Era. The historian, 
Dr. Graetz, tries to show very ingeniously in his work, 
entitled “Gnosticism,” p. 104 and 110, that it was 
written in the early centuries of the Christian Church, 
especially when the ideas and views of the Gnostics were in 
vogue. This opinion, however, he afterwards revoked. (See 
Dr. GraetzV'History of thejews,” Vol. V, p. 313 in a note.) 

Dr. Zunz, the Nestor of the Jewish Rabbis in Hurope, 
maintains that we have to look for the genesis of the 
book “Yezirah” in the Geonic period, (700-1000), and 
that it was consequently composed in a post-talmudical 
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time. But if so, it is very strange that Saadjah Gaon, 
who lived in the tenth, andjudah Halevi, who lived in the 
twelfth century, represented the book “Yezirah” as a 
very ancient work. Therefore it seems to me, that Dr. 
Graetz had no sufficient cause to repudiate his assertion 
concerning the age of this book; because all the 
difficulties which he himself and others raised against 
his supposition, fall to the ground, when we consider 
that the most ancient works, holy as well as profane, 
had one and the same fate, namely, that from age to 
age more or less interpolations were made by copyists 
and commentators. Compare also Prof. Tenneman’s 
“Grundriss der Geschichte der Philosophie,” improved 
by Prof. Wendt, p. 207. 

Tradition, which ascribes the authorship of this 
book to the patriarch Abraham, is fabulous, as can be 
proved by many reasons; but the idea that Rabbi Akiba, 
who lived about the beginning of the second century, 
composed the book “Yezirah,” is very likely possible. Be 
this as it may, it is worthwhile to know the extravagant 
hypotheses which ancient Jewish philosophers 
and theologians framed as soon as they began to 
contemplate and to reason, endeavoring to combine 
oriental and Greek theories. Although there is an 
exuberance of weeds, we will find, nevertheless, many 
germs of truisms, which are of the greatest importance. 
A Christian theologian, Johann Friedrich von Meyer 
D. D., remarked very truly in his German preface to 
the book “Yezirah,” published in Leipzig, 1830: “This 
book is for two reasons highly important: in the first 
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place, that the real Cabala or mystical doctrine of the 
Jews, which must be carefully disringuished from its 
excrescences, is in close connection and perfect accord 
with the Old and New Testaments; and in the second 
place, that the knowledge of it is of great importance to 
the philosophical inquirers, and can not be put aside. 
Like a cloud permeated by beams of light which makes 
one infer that there is more light behind it, so do the 
contents of this book, enveloped in obscurity, abound 
in coruscations of thought, reveal to the mind that 
there is a still more effulgent light lurking somewhere, 
and thus inviting us to a further contemplation and 
investigation, and at the same time demonstrating 
the danger of a superficial investigation, which is so 
prevalent in modem times, rejecting that which can 
not be understood at first sight.” 

I shall now try to give a sketch of the system as it 
is displayed in the book “Yezirah,” which forms a link 
in the chain of the ancient theoretical speculations of 
philosophers, who were striving to ascertain the truth 
mainly by reasoning a-priori, and who imagined that 
it is thus possible to permeate all the secrets of nature. 
It teaches that a first cause, eternal, all-wise, almighty 
and holy, is the origin and the centre of the whole 
universe, from whom gradually all beings emanated. 
Thought, speech and action are an inseparable 
unity in the divine being; God made or created, is 
metaphorically expressed by the word: writing. The 
Hebrew Ianguage and its characters correspond mostly 
with the things they designate, and thus holy thoughts. 
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Hebrew language and its reduction to writing, form a 
unity which produce a creative efFect.* 

The self-exisring first cause called the creation into 
existence by quantity and quality; the former represented 
by ten numbers (Sephiroth), the latter by twenty-two 
letters, which form together thirty-two ways of the divine 
wisdom. Three of the twenty-two letters, namely, Aleph, 
Mem, Sheen, are the mothers, or the first elements, from 
which came forth the primitive matter of the world: air, 
water and fire, that have their parallel in male and female: 
breast, body and head, and in the year: moisture, cold 
and heat. The other seven double and twelve'* simple 
letters are then represented as stamina, from which other 
spheres or media of existence emanated. 

The human being is a microcosm, as the neck 
separates rationality from vitality, so does diaphragm 
the vitality from the vegetativeness. 


*Thm for instance, thev imagined that the namc of Jehovah, #HVV is by 
reversing the alphabet; yOXD (mzpz); mem signifies the letter jod, zaddi, 
the Ietter he, and pe, the letter wav. These unmeaning sounds, they said, 
have magic power. Some maintained that the Hebrew language consists of 
twenty-two consonants, because being the complex of all beings, its num- 
ber is equal to the most perfect figure, namely, of the periphery, as it is well 
lcnown that the diameter is always to the periphery as seven to twenty-two. 

It was frequently observed by Jewish and Christian theologians, that 
the Marcosianic Gnostic system, as well as that of the Qementinians of 
the second century, contain many analogies and parallels with the book 
“Yezirah.” Marcus divides the Greek alphabet into three parts, namely: nine 
tnute consonants attpozva, eight half vowels T)pt<pwa, and seven vowels 
poavTftrra ,in order to give a clear idea of the peculiar constitution of his 
“Aeons.” (Irenaeus Hacr, I, 16.) 
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God stands in close connection with the 
Universe, and just so is Tali connected with the 
world, that is, an invisible, celestial or universal axis 
carries the whole fabric. In the year by the sphere, 
in human beings by the heart, and thus is the ruling 
spirit of God everywhere. Notwithstanding the 
decay of the individual, the genus is produced by 
the antithesis of male and female. 

Hebrew commentaries on the book "Yezirah” were 
composed by: first, Saadjah Gaon, of Fajum [Fayum] 
in Egypt, (892-942); second, Rabbi Abraham ben Dior 
Halevi; third, Rabbi Moses ben Nachman; fourth, 
Elieser of Germisa; fifth, Moses Botarel; sixth, Rabbi 
Eliah Wilna. The book “Yezirah,” together with all 
these commentaries, was published in 1860, in the city 
of Lemberg. But although the commentator Saadjah 
was a sober minded scholar in a superstitious age, a 
good Hebrew grammarian, a renowned theologian 
and a good translator of the Hebrew Pentateuch, Isaiah 
and Job into the Arabian language, his ideas and views 
were, nevertheless, very often much benighted. See 
his comments on Yez. Chap. I. etc., etc.; his notes on 
“Yezirah" Chap. III, 2, prove undoubtedlv that he had 
no knowledge whatever of natural science, and therefore 
his annotations on the book “Yezirah” are of litde or no 
use at all. All the other commentaries mentioned above, 
together with all quotations of other expounders of the 
same book, contain nothing but a medley of arbitrary, 
mystical explanarions and sophistical distortions 
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of scriptural verses, astrological notions, oriental 
superstitions, a metaphysical jargon, a poor knowledge 
of physics and not a correct elucidarion of the ancient 
book; they drew mostly from their own imagination, 
and credited the author of “Yezirah” with saying very 
strange things which he never thought of. I must not 
omit to mention two other Hebrew commentaries, one 
by Judah Halevi, and the other by Ebn Ezra, who lived 
in the first part of the twelfth century. They succeeded 
in explaining the book “Yezirah" in a sound scientific 
manner, but failed in making themselves generally 
understood, on account of the superstitious age in which 
they lived, and the tenacity with which the people in 
that period adhered to the marvelous and supematural; 
they found, therefore, but few followers, and the book 
“Yezirah" remained to the public an enigma and an 
ancient curiosity, giving rise to a system of metaphysical 
delirium, called Cabala. 

Translations of the book “Yezirah” and comments 
thereon by learned Christian authors are: first, a translation 
of the book “Yezirah” with explanatory notes in the Latin 
language, by Wilhelm Postellus, Paris, France, 1552; 
second, another Latin version is contained in Jo. Pistorii 
artis cabalistical scriptorum, Tom I, p. 869, sqq., differing 
from that of Postellus. Some are of the opinion that John 
Reuchlin, while others maintain that Paul Riccius was the 
author of it. (See Wolfii Biblioth. Hebr. Tom., I, Chap. 
1.) Third, Rittangel published the book “Yezirah,” 1642, 
at Amsterdam, enritled: “Liber Yezirah qui Abrahamo 
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patriarchae adscribitur, una cum commentario Rabbi 
Abraham F. D. (filii Dior) super 32 Semids Sapiendae, a 
quibus liber Yezirah incipit. Translatus et notis illustratus, 
a Joanne Stephano Rittangelio, ling. Orient. in Elea. 
Acad. Regiomontana Prof. extraord. Amstelodami ap. 
Jo. and Jodoc. Janssonios,” 1642, in quarto; fourth, 
Johann Friedrich von Meyer, D. D., published the book 
“Yezirah” in Hebrew with a translation and explanatory 
notes in the German language, Leipzig, 1830. 

All those translations are out of print and are 
rarely found even in well regulated libraries. I was so 
fortunate as to obtain a copy of Dr. Meyer's edition 
of the book “Yezirah.” He states in the preface to 
it, that he had a copy of Postellus’ translation in 
manuscript as well as some others, and compared 
them. The explanatory notes given by this author 
are, nevertheless, insufficient and sometimes very 
incorrect. The present translation is, as far as I could 
ascertain, the first that was ever published in the 
Hnglish language. Again, I have to add that I have 
not only endeavored to correct a great many mistakes 
and erroneous ideas of my predecessors, but I have 
also endeavored to give more complete annotations. 
I therefore hope that the candid reader will consider 
the great difficulties I had to overcome in this still 
unbeaten wav of the ancient Jewish spiritual religion, 
and will receive with indulgence this new contriburion 
to archaeological knowledge. 


Dr. isidor kalisch 
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CHAPTER I. 

SECTION 1. 

Yah, 1 the Lord of hosts, the living God, King of 

the Universe, Omnipotent, All-Kind and Merciful, 
Supreme and Extolled, who is Eternal, Sublime 
and Most-Holy, ordained (formed) and created the 
Universe in thirtv-two' mysterious paths’ of wisdom 
by three'* Sepharim, namely: 1) S’for 2) Sip- 

pur**E9;and 3) Sapher "-Rvwhich are in Him one and 
the same. They consist of a decade out of nothing 5 
and of twentv-two fundamental letters. He divided 

J 

the twenty-two consonants into three divisions: 1) 
three mothers, fundamental letters or first ele- 

ments; 2) seven double; and 3) twelve simple con- 
sonants. 

Section 2. 

The decade f ’ out of nothing is analogous to that of 
the ten fingers (and toes) of the human body, five 
parallel to five, and in the centre of which is the 
covenant with the only One, by the word of the 
tongue and the rite of Abraham. 

SECTION 3. 

Ten are the numbers out of nothing, and not the 
number nine, ten and not eleven. Comprehend this 
great wisdom, understand this knowledge, inquire 
into it and ponder on it, render it evident and lead 11 
the Creator back to His throne again. 

l) Sce Noics commcncing on Pjgc 5 «. 
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SECTION 4. 

The decade out of nothing has the following ten 
infinitudes: 

1) The beginning' infinite. 6) Th e depth infinite. 

2) “ end “7) * East 

3) “ good “ g) u West “ 

4) - evil 10 “ 9 ) “ North “ 

5) * height “ 10) “ South “ 

and the only Lord God, the faithful King, rules over 
all from His holv habitation for ever and ever. 

J 

Section 5. 

The appearance of the ten spheres out of nothing 
is like a flash of lightning, being without an end, His 
word is in them, when they go and return; they run 
by His order like a whirlwind and humble thern- 
selves before His throne. 

SECTION 6 . 

The decade of existence out of nothing has its end 
linked to its beginning and its beginning linked to 
its end, just as the flame is wedded to the live coal; 
because the Lord is one and there is not a second 
one, and before one what wilt thou count?" 

SECTION 7. 

Conceming the number ten of the spheres of ex- 
istence out of nothing keep thy tongue from speak- 
ing and thy mind from pondering on it, and if thy 
mouth urges thee to speak, and thy heart to think 
about it, return! as it reads: “And the living creatures 
ran and retumed,” (Lzekiel 6,14.) and upon this i: was 
the covenant made. 
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Section 8. 

The following are the ten categories of existence 
out of nothing: 

1) The spirit of the living God, praised and glori- 
fied be the name of Him who lives to all eternity. 

J 

The articulate word of creative power, the spirit and 
the word are what we call the holy spirit. 1 ’ 

2) Air emanated from the spirit by which He 
formed and established twenty-two consonants, sta- 
mina. Three of them, however, are fundamental 
letters, or mothers, seven double and twelve simple 
consonants; hence the spirit is the first one. 

3) Primitive water emanated from the air. He 

formed and established by it Bohu 14 (water, stones) 
mud and loam, made them like a bed, put them up 
like a wall, and surrounded them as with a rampart, 
put coldness upon them and they became dust, as it 
reads: “He says to the snow (coldness) be thou 
earth.” (Job 37, 6.) 

4) Fire or ether emanated from the water. He 
established by it the throne of glory, the Seraphim 
and Ophanim, the holy living creatures and the angels, 
and of these three He formed His habitation, as it 
reads: “Who made His angels spirits, His ministers 
a flaming fire.” (Psalm 104, 4.) He selected three 
consonants from the simple ones which are in the 
hidden secret of three mothers or first elements: 

air, water and ether or fire. He sealed them 
with spirit and fastened them to His great name and 
sealed with it six dimensions. 15 
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5) He sealed 1 '’ the height and tumed towards 

above, and sealed it with VP 

6) He sealed the depth, turned towards below and 

sealed it with T7I 

7) He sealed the east and turned forward, and 

sealed it with m 

8) He sealed the west and turned backward, and 

sealed it with VTI 

9) He sealed the south and turned to the right and 
sealeditwith 

10) He sealed the north and turned to the left and 

sealed it with 'VI 

SECTION 9. 

These are the ten spheres of existence out of 
nothing. From the spirit of the living God emana- 
ted air, from the air, water, from the water, fire or 
ether, from the ether, the height and the depth, the 
East and West, the North and South. 


CHAPTER II. 

Section 1. 

There are twenty-two letters, stamina. Three of 
them, however, are the first elements, fundamentals 
or mothers, seven double and twelve simple conso- 
nants. The three fundamental letters have as 

their basis the balance. In one scale' is the merit 
and in the other criminality, which are placed in 
equilibrium by the tongue. The three fundamental 
letters r"S"K signify, as S is mute like the water and 
5? hissing like the fire, there is * among them, a 
breath of air which reconciles them. 

SECTION 2. 

The twenty-two letters which form the stamina 
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after having been appointed and established by God, 
He combined, weighed and changed them, and formed 
by them all beings which are in existence, and all 
those which will be formed in all time to come. 

SECTION 3. 

He established nventy-two letters, stamina, by the 
voice, formed by the breath of air and fixed them on 
five places in the human mouth, namely: 1) gutturals, 
3? " “ k 2) palatals, jr r ' ; 3) linguals, n 1 b - n 
4) dentals, V ' “ - ? 5) labials, ^ * 3 

Section 4. 

He fixed the twenty-two letters, stamina, on the 
sphere like a w r all with cwo hundred and thirty-one 
gates, ;s and tumed the spheres forward and backw r ard. 
For an illustration may serve the three letters, 33? 
There is nothing better than joy, and nothing worse 
than sorrow or plague. 1 J 

SECTION 5. 

But how r was it done? He combined, 2 weighed and 
changed: the * w r ith all the other letters in succession, 
and all the others again with N; 3 with all, and all 
again w r ith 3; and so the whole series of letters.' 1 
Hence it follows that there are two hundred and 
thirty-one 22 formations, and that eveiy creature and 
every word emanated from one name.~ 

SECTION 6. 

He created a reality out of nothing, called the 
nonentity into existence and hewed, as it w r ere, co- 
lossal pillars from intangible air. This has been 
shown by the example of combining the letter K w r ith 
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all the other letters, and all tho other letters with 
Aleph (k). He’ 4 predetemiined, and by speaking 
created every creature and every word by one name. 
For an illustration may serve the twenty-two ele- 
mentary substances by the primitive substance of 
Aleplr' (k). 


CHAPTER III. 

Section 1 . 

The three first elements, r"?:"K are typified by a 
balance, in one scale the merit and in the other the 
criminality, which are placed in equilibrium by the 
tongue. These three mothers, C'":'* are a great, 
wonderful and unknown mystery, and are sealed by 
six’ 6 rings, or elementary circles, namely: air, water 
and fire emanated from them, which gave birth to 
progenitors, and these progenitors gave birth again 
to some offspring. 

SECTION 2. 

God appointed and established the three mothers 
,r"2"K combined, weighed and changed them, and 
formed by them three mothers r*“: , 'K in the world, 
in the year and in man, male and female. 

SECTION 3. 

The three mothers r" , 3"K in the world are: air, 
water and fire. Heaven was created from fire or 
ether ; the earth (comprising sea and land) ffom the 
elementary water; and the atmospheric air from the 
elementary air, or spirit, which establishes the bal- 
ance among them. 
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Section 4. 

The three mothers produce in the year 7 : 

heat, coldness'* and moistness. Heat was created 
from fire, coldness from water, and moistness from 
air which equalizes them. 

SECTION 5. 

The three mothers C"?:"K produce in man, male 
and female, breast, body and head. The head was 
created from fire, the breast from water, and the 
body ffom air, which places them in equilibrium. 

SECTION 6. 

First Division. God let the letter Aleph(n) pre- 
dominate in primitive air, crowned 2 ' it, combined one 
with the other, 11 and formed by them the air in the 
world, moistness in the year, and the breast in man, 
male and female; in male by C"C"K and in female 
by : C"B"K 

Section 7. 

Second Division. He let the letter Mem p) pre- 
dominate in primitive water, and crowned it, combined 
one with the other, and formed by them the earth, 
(including land and sea) coldness in the year, and 
the belly in male and female; in male by .C"C"K 1 in 
female by :K"C"?3 

SECTION 8. 

Third Division. He let the letter Sheen(r) pre- 
dominate in primitive fire, crowned it, combined one 
with the other, and formed by them, heaven in the 
world, heat in the year, and the head of male and 
female .' 2 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Section 1. 

The*’ seven double letters, rnC3 X3 with a duplicity 
of pronunciation, aspirated and unaspirated, namely: 
,nn m ,CC .33 ,*n .33,23 serve as a model of softness and 
hardness, strength and weakness. 

Section 2. 

Seven 34 double letters ,rnc3*U3 shall, as it were, 
svmbolize wisdom, wealth, fruitfulness, life, dominion, 
peace and beauty. 

SECTION 3. 

Seven double letters serve to signify the antithesis 
to which human life is exposed. The antithesis of 
wisdom is foolishness; of wealth, poverty; of fruit- 
fulness, childlessness; of life, death; of dominion, 
dependence; of peace, war; and of beauty, ugliness. 

SECTION 4. 

The seven double consonants are analogous to the 
six dimensions: height and depth, East and West, 
North and South, and the holy temple that stands 
in the centre, which carries them all. 

SECTION 5. 

The double consonants are seven, rrc3*u3 and not 
six, they are seven and not eight; reflect upon this 
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fact, inquire about it, and make it so evident, thar’ 5 
the Creator be acknowledged to be on His throne 
again. 

SECTION 6. 

The seven double consonants, stamina, having 
been designed and established, combined, weighed, 
and changed by God, He formed by them: seven 
planets in the world, seven days in the year, seven 
gates, openings of the senses, in man, male and 
female. 

Section 7. 

The seven planets in the world are: y Saturn, Jupi- 
ter, Mars, Sun, Venus, Mercury, Moon. Seven days 
in the year are the seven days of the week; seven 
gates in man, male and female, are: two eyes, nvo 
ears, two nostrils and the mouth. 

SECTION 8. 

First Division. He let the letter 3predominate in 
wisdom, crowned it, combined one with the other and 
formed by them: the moon in the world, the first 
day in the year, and the right eye in man, male and 
female. 

SECTION 9. 

Second Division. He let the letter 3 predominate 
in wealth, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Mars in the world, the second 
day in the year, and the right ear in man, male and 
female. 
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SECTION 10. 

Third Divlsion. He let the letter *i predominate 
in producibilit) r , crowned it, combined one with the 
other, and fbrmed by them: the sun in the world, 
the third day in the year, the right nostril in man, 
male and female. 

SECTION 11. 

Fourth Division. He let the letter 3 predominate 
in life, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Venus in the world, the fourth 
day in the year, and the left eye in man, male and 
female. 

SECTION 12. 

Fifth Division. He let the letter C predominate 
in dominion, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Mercurv in the world, the fifth 
day in the vear, and the left ear in man, male and 
female. 

SECTION 13. 

Sixth Division. He let the letter t predominate 
in peace, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Saturn in the world, the sixth 
day in the year, and the left nostril in man, male and 
female. 

SECTION 14. 

Seventh Division. He let the letter n predominate 
in beauty, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Jupiter in the world, the 
seventh day in the year, and the mouth of man, 
male and female. 
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SECTION 15. 

By the seven double consonants, mcr 123 were also 
designed seven worlds (aidnf), seven heavens, seven 
lands, (probably climates,) seven seas, (probably 
around Palestine,) seven rivers, seven deserts, seven 
days a week, seven weeks from Passover to Pente- 
cost, there is a cycle of seven years, the seventh is 
the release year, and after seven release years is ju- 
bilee. Hence, God loves the number seven under 
the whole heaven.’ 7 (In the whole nature.) 

SECTION 16. 

Two stones build two houses, three stones build 
six houses, four build rwenty-four houses, five build 
one hundred and twenty houses, six build seven 
hundred and twentv houses and seven build five 
thousand and forty x houses. From thence further 

go and reckon what the mouth cannot express and 
the ear cannot hear. 

CHAPTER V. 

Section 1. 

The twelve simple letters pr» rm 

symbolize, as it were, the organs of speaking, think- 
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ing, walking, seeing, hearing, working, coition, smell- 
ing, sleep, anger, swallowing and laughing. 


SECTION 2. 

The twelve simple consonants D"”*'? '"U"n r*TTl 

symbolize also twelve oblique points: east height, 
north east, east depth, south height, south east, south 
depth, west height, south west, west depth, north 
height, north west, north depth. They grew wider 
and wider to all etemity, and these are the boundaries 
of the world. 

Section 3. 

The twelve simple letters p"»"» C"i"S '" 3 "n m 1 
stamina, having been designed, established, com- 
bined, weighed and changed by God, He performed 
by them: twelve constellations in the world, twelve 
months in the year, and twelve leaders (organs) in the 
human body, male and female. 

SECTION 4. 

The twelve constellations in the world are: Aries, 
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Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, 
Sagitarius, Capricornus, Aquarius and Pisces. The 
twelve months of the year are: Nisan, Ivar, Sivan, 
Tamus, Ab, Elul, Tishri, Marcheshvan, Kislev, 
Teves, Schevat and Adar. The twelve organs of the 
human body are : two hands, two feet, two kidneys, 
gall, small intestines, liver, guller ,g or esophagus, 
stomach and milt. 

SECTION 5. 

First Part. 

First Division. God let the letter n predominate 
in speaking, crowned it, combined one with the 
other, and formed by them: Aries (the Ram) in the 
world, the month Nisan in the year, and the right 
foot of the human body, male and female. 

SECTION 6. 

Second Division. He let the letter 1 predominate 
in thinking, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Taurus (the Bull) in the world, 
the month Iyar in the year and the right kidney of 
the human body, male and female. 

SECTION 7. 

Third Division. He let the letter J predominate 
in walking, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Gemini (the Twins) in the 
world, the month Sivan in the year, and the left foot 
of the human body, male and female. 
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SECTION 8. 

Second Part. 

First Division. He let the letter n predominate 
in seeing, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Cancer (the Crab) in the world, 
the month Tamus in the year, and the right hand of 
the human body, male and lemale. 

Section 9. 

Second Division. He let the letter tt predominate 
in hearing, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Leo (the Lion) in the world, 
the month Ab in the year, and the left kidney of the 
human body, male and female. 

SECTION 10. 

Third Division. He let the letter ' predominate 
in working, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Virgo (the Virgin) in the world, 
the month Elul in the year, and the left hand of the 
human body, male and female. 

Section 11. 

Third Part. 

First Division. He let the letter 5 predominate 
in coition, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Libra (the Balance) in the 
world, the month Tishri in the year, and the gall of 
the human body, male and female. 

SECTION 12. 

Second Division. He let the letter 2 predominate 
in smelling, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Scorpio (the Scorpion) in the 
world, the month Marcheshvan in the year, and the 
small intestines of the human bodv, male and female. 
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Section 13. 


Third Division. He let the letter D predominate 
in sleep, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Sagittarius (the Archer) in the 
world, the month Kislev in the year, and the stomach 
of the human body, male and female. 

SECTION 14. 

Fourth Part. 

First Division. He let the letter V predominate 
in anger, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Capricornus (the Goat) in the 
world, the month Teves in the vear, and the liver in 
the human body, male and female. 

SECTION 15. 


Second Division. He let the letter X predominate 

in sw r allowing, crowned it, combined one with the 

other, and formed by them: Aquarius (the Water- 

man) in the world, the month Schwat in the year, 

and the esophagus of the human body, male and 

female. _ 

SECTION 16. 


Third Division. He let the letter p predominate 
in laughing, crowned it, combined one with the other, 
and formed by them: Pisces (the Fishes) in the world, 
the month Adar in the year, and the milt of the 
human bodv, male and female. 

He made them as a conflict, drew them up like a 
wall; and set one against the other as in warfare. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Section 1. 

These are the three mothers or the first elements, 
C"13"K from which emanated three progenitors; prim- 
itive air, water and fire, and from which emanated 
as their offspring, three progenitors and their off- 
spring, namely: the seven planets and their hosts, 
and the twelve oblique points. 

SECTION 2. 

To confirm this there are Faithful witnesses; the 
world, year and man, the twelve, the Equipoise, the 
heptade, which God regulates like the Dragon, 10 
(Tali) sphere and the heart. 

Section 3. 

The first elements C"B"K are air, water and fire; 
the fire is above, the water below, and a breath of air 
establishes the balance among them. For an illus- 
tration may serve, that the fire carries the water is 
the phonetic character of B which is mute and C is 
hissing like fire, there is K among them, a breath of 
air which places them in eqilibrium. 41 

Section 4. 

Dragon (Tali) is in the world like a king upon his 
throne, the sphere is in the year like a king in the 
empire, and the heart is in the human body like a 
king‘~ in war. 
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SECTION 5. 

God has also set the one over against the other; 
the good against the evil, and the evil against the 
good; the good proceeds from the good, and the evil 
from the evil; the good purifies the bad, and the bad 
the good; the good is preserved for the good, and 
the evil for the bad ones. 

SECTION 6. 

There are three of which every one of them stands 
by itself; one is in the affirmative, the other in the 
negative and one qualizes them. 

Section 7. 

There are seven of which three are against three, 
and one places them in equilibrium. There are twelve 
which are all the time at war; three of them produce 
love, and three hatred, three are animators and three 
destroyers. 

SECTION 8. 

The three that produce love are the heart and the 
ears; the three that produce hatred are the liver, the 
gall and the tongue; the three animators are the two 
nostrils and the milt; and the three destroyers are 
the mouth and the two openings of the body; and 
God, the faithful King, rules over all from His holy 
habitation to all eternity. He is one above three, 
three are above seven, seven above twelve, and all 
are linked together. 
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SECTION 9. 

There' 1 are twenty-two letters by which the I am, 
Yah, the Lord of hosts, Almighty and Etemal, de- 
signed, formed and created by three Sepharim, His 
whole world, and forrned by them creatures and all 
those that will be formed in rime to come. 

SECTION 10. 

When 44 the patriarch Abraham comprehended the 
great truism, revolved it in his mind, conceived it 
perfectly, made careful investigations and profound 
inquiries, pondered upon it and succeeded in contem- 
plations, the Lord of the Universe appeared to him, 
called him his friend, made with him a covenant 
between the ten fingers of his hands, which is the 
covenant of the tongue, 46 and the covenant between 
the ten toes of his feet, which is the covenant of cir- 
cumcision, and said of him: “Before I formed thee 
in the belly I knew thee.” (Jer. I, 5.) 
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NOTES. 


i) Our luthor rruinuins chac thcrc is a first mtclltgcnt. sdf-cxisting. 
almight}', ctcrrul ruling ciusc of all things. ind that an cvcrLasting cntity 
produccd noncntitics by a progrcssion of cifccts. Thc divinc knowlcdgc, hc 
adds. ditfcrs from thc hurrun knowlcdgc in such a dcgrcc. that ic givcs cx- 
istcncc to all that is. ppn is a ulmudical cxprcssion. (Scc 

Trcatisc Bava Bathra p. 73.) It sccms to mc, thac thc author not only 
wanccd to contradict PLato’s asscrcion thac thc Suprcmc Bcing had nccd of a 
plan, likc thc hunun architcct. to conduct chc grcat dcsign. whcn hc rnadc 
thc fabric of thc Univcrsc, but also thc common bdicf dtat God rcasons 
and acts by idcas likc a human bcing. As thc prophct Lsaiah cxdaimcd: 
“Bchold! God has no idcas likc you, and his ways of acting arc not likc 
yours.” (Lsaiah 53, 8—9.) 

1) Thc numbcr thirty-rwo is not only thc fifth powcr of two, and thc 
sum of tcn umts and twcnty-two lctccrs, but is also chc sum of thc first and 
last lcttcr of chc Hcbrcw Pcntaccuch, namdy: 2 a and b jo, cqual thirty- 
two. (Scc Kusari p. 343, translatcd into Gctman by Dr. David Casscl.) 

3) I’aths dcnotc powcrs, dfccts, kinds. forms. dcgrccs or stagcs. 

4) Ihcsc Scpharim or thrcc words of similar cxprcssion signifv: firsc, 
numbcr, calculation or idca: sccond, thc word; chird, thc wricing of thc 
word. Tlic idca, word and writtng (of thc word), arc signs to man for a 
thing, and is not thc thing itsclf, co thc Greator. how cvcr. idca, word and 
writing (of thc word) arc chc thing icsclf, or as somc ancicnt Kabbis rc- 
markcd: “.n“a*pna nn* nsn wvi irn nryoi -nan nacn>a idca. 
word and work arc onc and thc samc to God." Thcrc is an tdcal world tn 
thc divinc intcllcct. according to which chis scnsiblc world was madc. Thc 
diifcrcncc bctwccn thc hunun and divinc manncr of thinking adrnits no 
comparLson. 

3) This mcans co say, that thcrc has not bcen any mattcr or hylc cx- 
isting ffom all cccrnity. concaining diifcrcnc kinds of primitivc atoms or 
molcculcs ctc., as thc Grcck philosophcr, Anaxagoras. uught. but that all 
things arc thc gradual cmanations of onc cvcdasting bctng. This idca is 
thcn symbolicalty cxplaincd in thc ncxt paragraph. 

6) Thc dcstgn of thc author is cvidcntly to dcducc thc proof of thc dc- 
cadc from thc phcnomcna in thc naturc of man, who is gcncrallv considcrcd 
thc crown or chc final causc of thc tcrrcstial crcadon, and upon whom God 
vouchsafcd two most prccious gifts. namdy: thc arcicuLatcd word. and thc 
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rcligiom dcmcnc (spinciul puricy). This pjsugc U cxpliincd by Isaac 
Sacanow in his Hcbrcw Dicrionary cnridcd Scphach Emcch, p. 44, b: 

•pbnan n-'bsrn mbirb “idio cs kvi ytcbn nsm 
Disn r* D - '' , pb obu r-'~a «m nns» bai D"'"'-i?:nn mbirb 

tmna *mt Trrron vicn rft irt a i ^cno by p'to nc'bcb 

Thc conguc u, as ic wcrc, chc ormsD nn vicna ,“ST mm**TD “«m 
dcscripcivc pcn of all chc spiricual issucs, and chc gcniul parcs arc chc or- 
iginacors of chc corporcal subscanccs. Evcry onc of rhcm is an cccrrul 
covcnanc in ordcr co prcscrvc chc human racc for cvcr, according co ics cwo- 
fold bcing: body and spcric. Each worting aftcr ics own way, physically 
and spiricually. 

7) Likc Pychagoras, who caughc chac chc digirs inclusivc numbcr ccn 
which arc cypificd in Tccrakcys, TeroaMrvf namdy: i plas 1 plas ) 
plus 4 cqual io, and which comprUc chc wholc arichmccical sysrcm of 
nacurc, ccc. Our auchor cndcavors co show chc gradual cmanacion of all 
chings ffom God, which wcrc complcrclv ftnishcd in ccn sphcrcs. 

8) My Hcbrcw rcading is • T 3 TSI 3 bJ * 12 T' DCW Thcrc arc various 
rcadings: chcrcforc Posccllus rcndcrcd ic: “rcsricuc figmcncum in locum 
suum;” Rircangd, “rcsricuc form acorcm in chrono suo;” Piscorius, “fac 
scdcrc crcacorcm in chrono suo.” Thc auchor sccms co ridiculc hcrc chc 
Gnoscicians who maincaincd chac Dcmiurg was chc crcaror of man and chc 
scnsual world. 

9) In God is chc bcginning and hc is chc boundary of chc Univcrsc. 
Comparc aUo chc Talmud crcarisc Chagigah p. u. 

10) Hcrc U concradicccd chc sysccm of dichcism, consiscing of an ccernal 
God, chc Auchor of all good and of "Hylc” or “Sacan," chc co-cccrnal and 
co-cqual principlc of cvil, maincaining chac an all-pcrfccc God alonc is chc 
auchor of all good and cvil, and has in his infinicc wisdom so wondcrfully 
concrived chc nacurc of chings, chac physical and moral cvil may producc 
good, and hcncc concribucc co carry ouc chc grcac dcsign of chc Suprcmc 
Bcing. Compare also Chap. 6 

11) As chc infinicc scrics of numbcrs surts from onc unic, so was chc 
wholc Univcrsc formcd a unicy, chac ccncrcs in chc Godhcad. 

u) Thc mcaning is, chac as chc living crcacurcs which chc prophcc saw 
in his vision wcrc scrickcn wich such an awc, chac chcy could noc go any 
fiirchcr co scc chc divinc glorv, and had to recurn . so is chc decade an ctcr- 
nal sccrcc co us and wc arc not pcrmitccd co undcrstand ic. Wc ftnd this 
vcry ldca in chc Pvthagorcan systcm. Thc disciplcs of Pythagoras lookcd 
upon chc dccadc as a holy numbcr, and sworc by it and by thc Tcciaktys 
which contain thc numbcr tcn. 

15) Scc abovc Notc I, God, idea and word arc indivisiblc. 
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14) I adoptcd hcrc thc rcading of Judah Halcvi. namdv: ppn 

• 13 ' CC' ina with thc cxccption of thc word VtlV, bccausc it is 

obvious from “Yczirah," Chap. II, that thc author significs by rhc word 
“Tohu," nothing, and not somcthing, as Judah Halcvi ctroncously thought. 
Moscs Buurd and othcrs tcll us thac chcy had bcforc thcm a corrcct copv 
of“Sephcr Yczirah." whcrc it rcads: 0 " , 32 R 'bl* ina *331 pT*P 1p !Tt "VTTI 
Thc samc passagc is mcntioncd in thc Talmud trcatisc Chagi- 
gah. p. ii. a. with thc additton of V'KSV’ YltlC 6V",P3 PITplS'in 
•QTQ ihc word PVsblBCr I is tratulatcd by Rashi, moist. Somc say ic is 
a compound word of M 5 blCJS: othcrs of *' 2 liD ctc. But thc 

word is not of Scmitic origin; it is, according to my opinion, borrowcd from 
thc Grcck as thc word »Y2"'O ctc.. fiood. rV3bC'3 C"'33H flood- 

stoncs. Thc samc word is uscd trcatisc Bcza, p. 14, b. •T’wVtan c-st 
fish thac arc caught from out of chc flood. 

ty) According to thc author, thc spacc and six dimcnsions cmanaccd 
from thc cthcr. 

16) Judah Halcvi in his book cntitlcd “Kusari,” p. )^6, illustratcs ic 
chus: Thc Crcator is onc. and chc spacc has in thc figurativc exprcssion 
six dimcnsions. Thc book “Yczirah,” having ascribcd to thc Crcator somc 
namcs tn thc sptricual languagc, chooscs now in thc hunun languagc thc 
fincst sounds which arc, as it wcrc, thc spirits of thc othcr sounds. namcly: 
“ *'V> ” and says, that whcn thc divinc will was cxprcsscd by such a sublimc 
namc. it bccamc that which thc Exalccd by praisc wishcd to call forth ac- 
cording to thc combination of “.■'Tn ’ Hcncc it follows. chat thc matcrial 
world was creaccd in such a way and manncr which corresponds with thc 
matcrial, namdy, by thc sublimc spiritual namc. which corrcsponds wtth 
thc matcrial namc. **'T1 •fV’1 •1V1 >'TTi •flV' • VP and out of cach of thcm 
bccamc onc dimcnsion of thc world, thc sphcrc. 

17) Thc author shows hcrc by thc symbol of a scalc and thc phonctic 
charactcr of thc fimdamcntal lcttcrs *B Q Kthac thc opposicc forccs and 
thc strugglc which prcvail in thc smallcst as wcll as in thc largcst cirdcs of 
crcation arc appcascd and calmcd. 

18) Mcamng oudecs. outgatcs of thc creativc powcr. formarions. 

19) Thc word 33 Ssignifics jov, and whcn transposcd, forming thc word 

?3 3 it significs just thc contrary. trouble. plaguc. Hc mcans to say. that 
thc lcttcrs of thc words 335 33 ' are thc samc. but thcy signify ncvcr- 

thdcss, oppositc idcas on account of transposition. Just as thc sphcrc rc- 
mains thc samc during thc rotation on tts axis m its sctting and in its rising; 
yct it appcars to us as if it had undctgonc a grcat changc on account of its 
dilfcrcnt position. 
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10) Mv reiding is s iyO!P. T® 1 -( 


u) thc combination of thc twcnty-two lcttcrs without pcrmuution is 
rcprcscntcd in thc following ublc: 



35 3 3 3323 3-31333333533 
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ii) Thc numbcr of combinirions of twcncy-two lcttcrs two and two 

without any pcrmutation is according to thc mathcmatical formula 

n—i xi 

--=*»—i s-=131- 

i i 

lj) Thc ancicnt philosophcrs mainuincd that if God is thc firsc causc. 
and Hc is ncccssarily. Hc, thc immcdiatc cfFcct of Him. as an absolutc unity. 
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can only bc agjin a unity. Hcncc from a bcing that is in evcry rcspcct a 
uniquc bcing, thcrc can only cmanatc onc bcing; bccausc would two csscn- 
tially and truly diifcrcnt things issuc confoindy firom onc bcing, chcy can 
only procccd from two ditfcrcnc things of substancc, that would conscqucntly 
adntic a division chat is inconccivable. Thcy thcn put thc qucstion, how 
camc so manv various bdngs into cxistcncc? Our auchor is thcrcforc cn- 
dcavoring to show that chc wholc univcrsc cmanaccd gradually front thc 
spirit of thc onc living God. 

14) Thc rcading of Von Jo. Mcycr and othcrs is as follows: Vnjl'3 

ccrj •v'-tn C'iva c*-nr? ssm ds’ nr?i ~'zn 
nns* crr BT«*OTn ic rm -1*2-,-! rri2 nrt2 im 

: -nx qin crn C'-r? ’ir'OI My rcading according 

to a manuscript of Rabbi Isaac Latria, which I havc prcfcrrcd to all othcrs, 

is thus: B'ina d'itij 22m ur’’ "o'n r» nrsi Tnvo rco rx’' 
ncr: « 'ib'ri ibia c? m n» ya'o nn ccr: 'D'nr mntia 
"oib •j' 3'01 mn cr vmn bo rtn mrvi bo rs» nrn 

: st t]T 33 D'scn o'm O'iry 

iy) It has bcen alrcady mcncioncd abovc Chap. i. S i, that God, his idca 
and his word arc a unity ; hcnce thc author significs by thc Icttcr Alcph 
thc air from which cmanatcd thc crcacivc spccch, etc. 

16) Hcrc is mcant: ethcrcal air. cthcrcal watcr. cchcrcal firc. thc macro- 
cosm, thc courses of timc and microcosm. Many olfspring or dcrivations 
camc from thc lattcr thrcc, as thcir progcnitors, as it is cxplaincd aftcr- 
wards in thc chaptcr. 

17) Thc author cndcavors to show how thc crcacivc divinc word bccamc 
morc condcnscd and how a ncw scrics of produccions camc out of thrcc 
clemcnts. 

18) In ancient timcs coldncss was considcrcd to bc a substancc. [Scc 
I’salm 147. 17.] 

19) Id cst, madc it thc rcigning powcr. 

)o) Kamcly, with thc two othcr clcmcnis. 

)i) That is to say a dilfcrcnt combination of thc clcmcnts. 

u) According to thc opinion of thc author. it may bc arrangcd as follows: 

Alcph. Mcm. Shccn. 

World: Air, Earth. Hcavcn or Acmosphcrc. 

(Induiivc ot Lanii inii Scj.) 

Man: Brcast, Bclly. HeacL 

Ycar: Moistncss, Coldncss. Hcat. 

)3) Thc aspirating pronunciation of P in thc Grcck. was adoptcd by chc 
ancicnt Jcws in Palcstine for thc Hcbrcw lctccr •• Thcy pronounccd it 
partly aspiratcd and partly unaspiraccd. [Scc Dr. Gcigcr’s Lchr-und Lcsc- 
buch dcr Mischnah, p. u, and Dr. Gractz's Gnosticlsmus, p. 117.] 


54 



NOTES 


)4) Accordmg to thc idci of our author, thcrc cmamtcd from thc unity 
of God thrcc cthcrcal clcmcna: primitivc air from thc spirit, from thc lir, 
primitivc watcr. ind ffom thc waccr, primitivc firc or cthcr, ouc of which 
camc othcr cphcrcs of cxistcncc in thc significant and highly importanc 
numbcr. scvcn, from which dcsccndcd smallcr sphcrcs and which produccd 
again othcrs. Hc cndcavors to show how chc idcal bccamc, aftcr numcrous 
cmanatiom. morc condcnscd, palpablc and concrctc. Thc wholc crcation is 
thus contcniplaccd as a pvramid. ccrminacing in a point at thc top wich a 
broad basis. [Scc Dr. Graccz’s Gnosticismus, p. 114.] 

jy) Comparc Chaptcr I, Scction ), Notc, 8. 

)6) Thc ordcr of thc plancu (induding thc Sun) is scaccd hcrc accordtng 
to thc Ptolcmaic systcm which was in voguc cvcn among thc lcarncd mcn 
till thc middlc of thc fiftccnth ccncury, namcly: Moon. Mcrcury, Vcnus. 
Sun. Mars. Jupitcr and Sacurn. But this arrangcmcnt is undoubtcdJy an 
intcrpolation of a latcr timc, as thc author of thc booL “Yczirah” livcd 
many ycars bcforc Ptolcmy. And indccd Prof. Jo. Fricdrich Von Mcycr 

and ochcrs of rdiablc auchority had in thcir copics of “Yczirah” thc follow- 
ing ordcr: pTII **rS3 Z P.3^3 H'iH Mars, Jupitcr. 

Saturn, Moon, Mcrcury, Vcnus, Sun. 

)?) I’hilo (Allcgor t, 41.) aftcr having callcd attcncion co chc facc that 
thc hcpudc is co bc found in manv biblical laws. in thc vowcts of thc Grcck 

languagc, in thc gamut and in thc organs of thc human body. cxclaims, 

similar to our author: "Thc wholc naturc cxults in thc hcpradc!” 

)8) Ihc rulc for pcrmuucion is as follows : (n—1) .n. 11:1)141116 
X7==y©40. 1:1 our cdition it rcads: O'TS C'Cbst r5Cn Fivc 

thousand and four houscs, which is obviously a mistakc. it should rcad: 
)o 4 o houscs. •D-'r.a C'janxT C'rb* r.rcn 

)9) I rcad r'^*'^instcad Q f for two rcasons. In thc first 

placc. thc samc thing is mcndoncd aftcrwards. and in thc sccond placc. it is 
proscd bv thc cxprcssion that thc author mcant m^Sand not 

/p*ipT>p 

40) Somc mainuin that by thc cxprcssion Tali is undcrstood thc con- 
stdlation Draco or Dragon. which is a vcry largc constdlation cxtcnding 
for a grcat lcngdi from East to Wcst; bcginning at thc tail which lics half 
way bccwccn thc Pointcrs and thc Polc Sur. and winding round bctwccn 
thc Grcac and Licdc Bcar by a continucd succcssion of bright stars ffom ) 
to 10 dcgrccs asundcr, it coils round undcr thc fcct of thc Littlc Bcar, swccps 
round thc polc of thc cdiptic, and tcrminatcs in a trapczium fotmcd by four 
conspicuous stars from )o to )) dcgrccs from North Polc. Dr. Stcinshncidcr 
(scc Magazin fiicr Litcratur dcs Auslandcs. 184)) and Dr. Cassd (in his 
commcntary to thc book cntidcd Kusari.) maintain that thc ancicnt Jcwisli 
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astronomcrs vignificd by thc word Tili. not chc coaucllation Drico, but 
thc linc which joins togcthcr thc two points in which thc orbit of thc moon 
incerccpts dic ccliptic (Dmgon's Itcid ind tiil). Dr. Cassd rs of thc opinion 
chat our auchor mcant hcrc, probiblv thc invisiblc, cdcstial or univcrsal 
axis that carrics thc wholc Univcrsc. 

41) Our author mcans to say that thc waccr has a grcat disposition to 
unicc icsclf with thc caloric, thus for iastancc is thc firc latcnc in sccam, 
but thc air cquipoiscs thcm. 

41) Thc mcanmg is, as God is thc ccntrc of chc Univcrsc, so havc dic 
macrocosm. thc scasons and tcmpcraturc and thc microcosm, chcir ccntrcs 
rccciving powcr from thc principa! ccntrc to rcgulatc and rulc. 

4$) Ihc subscancc of this Mishnah is mcndoncd in thc lalmud trcatisc 
Bcrachoth, p. «, a. it rcads thcrc: fPH 5 TP 2 T TT!» PPJTIT’ 3 T TT* 
ifTso btj:o yc 'ktbjo rr-n* t;Tsb bnbss “iub jchudah sutcd 
in thc narnc of Rab, that Bczakl undcrstood to combinc lcctcrs by which 
hcavcn and carth wcrc crcatcd.” To chis thc commcntaror Rashi adds: 
"as it is taught in thc book Yczirah." It is undoubtedly ccruin that the 
book Yczirah. or a cosmogony as ic is rcprcscntcd thcrc. was known to Rab, 
who was a disciptc of Jchud ah Hanasi, during thc sccond part of thc sccond 
ccntur>'. (C. E.) Scc cteatisc Bcrachoth, p. 5) a. whcrc thc commcnucor 
Rashi rcfcrrcd to thc book Yczirah. 

44) This wholc paragraph is an intcrpolation of an unknown hand. as it 
can bc casily provcd. 

4)) I havc translatcd according to thc rcading of Rabbi Judah Halcvi. 
The rcading of Rabbi Luria is as follows: PT'r'K B'PCT C'TC? T”pT 
•\Tj 3 mT3 yc7-\ c*»3 -pbi C'B3 J333 vno P* ib nb'3T Tncbs 

"Hc fastencd twcnty-two lctters on * pibva tcj c':c3 vvo rvz C3 
his tonguc and rcvcalcd to him His mystery, Hc drcw thcm by watcr, kin- 
dicd thcm by firc and thundcrcd tlicm by thc wind, Hc lighted thcm by 
scvcn, and rulcs thcm by twdvc constdlarions.” Pistor. rcndcrs it: “Trartat 
pcr aquam. acccndit in ignc grandinc signavit in acrc. Disposuic cum scp- 
tcm ct gubcrnavit cum duodccim.” Postcllus’ vcrsion is: “Anraxit cum 
in aqua, acccndit in spiritu. inflammavit in scpccm aputum cum duodccim 
signis.” Mcycr translatcs it; “Er zog sic mit Wasscr. ziindct sic an mit 
Fcuer, crrcgtc sic mit Gcist, vcbranncc sic mit sicbcn, goss sic aus mit dcn 
zwoclf Gcstirncn.” 
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OF 

RABBINICAL WORDS. 

P*1K v. To adhcre, cohere. VI, 8. 

' • T 

HK n. [Syriac Greek n*ip ] Air. II,.. 

niK n. Sign. letter; 110* m*niK fundamental letters. I, 1. 

7|^'K aiiv. T)5»’K1 JK30 hinc et ulterius; from novv further. IV 16 

^K niij. These. Equals the biblical .hSk VI, 1. 

JiDS^t adj. [Greek Wfov] Oblique. diagonal direction. V, 2. 

PYOK n. Middle. centre. I. 2. 

> I V 

a 

ni3 n. Clearness. perspicuity. 1, 3. i*”1X3 133 

and put the subject in a elear point of view. 

K33 n. Division. V, 5. 

tfl 

D'FUSor D'nU*3 Composed of ,0'nC* P3 ornitting B* between them. 

I, 1. [See Duke’s Sprache der Mischnah, p. 68.| 

31 n. Back. *31 7V upon the back id est, upon or above. 

VI, 8. 

*|U n. Body, substance II, 5. 

Ma n. Cirde, celestial orb, or Sphere. II, 4. 
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"I 

n. Word. 1. 8 . 

n 

1 ,"pn v. Think, muse, mediute, reflect. I, 7. 

- i • 

n. Reflection, meditation. Y, 1. 

T 

«. Innocence, purity, god!ine\\ mcrit II, 1. 

t 

n 

nain ». Mi.sdeed. tre.spass. II, I. 

-,tn u - Yo return, to turn one’s self round. II, 5. 

-1 

rfybn n. Rotation; from ^Vi to dance round. II, 5. 

1 V • •« » 

B 

fcno n. Milt, spleen. Y, 4. 

3 

[KD “' JKr -tdv. Here, there; JK3D thence, from thence. IY, 16. 
3313 n. Star; especially the planet Mercury. IV, 7. 

J>3 piel p3 v. Direa; J130dirccted, situated. I, 2. 

T1JT3 n. Ugliness. IY, 3. 

»1? or adv. So, thus. I, 7. 

jna Hiph. nan v . To intervene in any thing, to mediate the 
Deace, accomodate a quarrel. II, 1. 

■> 

no'^» n. Eating, swallowing. V, 1. 

yanh aAv. Composed of the words 'cS and .TJD According to 

that, therefore. IV, 15. 
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CTIKD n. 

The planet Mars. IV , 7. 

iTID n. 

1 • 

Measiure, quality, divine attribute. I, 4. 

n»*0 n. 

«t • 

Doctrine, lesson, paragraph. 

niSlD n. 

1 • 

Comtellatiom; especially the twelve signs of tlie 
Zodiac. V, 3. aiD S©a happy constellation. 

pos Oiiv. 

np'o v. 

It is a partide like,5 as; it is added the word fO 
kind, denoting: as a kind of, like, as. II, 4. 
Chald. inf. nOtCD or.TDO To speak, command. II, 5. 

C*pp n. 

Sukstance, reality. II, 5. 

nmyo n. 

1 * *|* 

Rampart, a floor, pavernent. I, 8. 

mo n. 

11 

Gall. V, 4 

jnjno n. 

See JH3 Iv, 1. 

• f 



JH) v. 

• 1 

P0\3 n. 

With a 3 following after it, signifies: to make use 

of any thing. IV, 1. 

The planet Venus. IV, 7. 

rv i * 

Chald. Stick in, fasten, conjoin, connect. I, 6. 

ap) n. 

T rx 

Opcning. IV, 8. 


D 

T1D v. 

• r 

Arrange. V, 16. 

pD'O 

ff W**‘* v Sign, illustration. II, 4. [See Geiger’s 

Lesestiicke der Mishnah, p. 121.] 

p'Sd ”• 

• l 

Finished; the end (of a book or chapter.) 


y 

nany «■ 

« 

Contention, rivalry. V, 6. 

rnp »• 

• V 

Future. II, 2. 
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D 

pl9 n. 

rv 

Chaptcr, section. 

OC'Q adj. 

Divested of clothev, undrevsed, simple. I, 


y 

P-W n. 

V» 

The planet Jupiter. IV, 7. 

P"DV n. 

▼ • 1 

Appearance. I. 5. 

ip» v. 

Refine, melt together, connect, combine. II, 2. 

P3P v. 

“'f 

P 

To fix, to fasten. I, 8. II, 3. 

n3*porn3|5/i 

. Stomach. V, 4. 

lapnp or npnxp n. Stotnach, V, 4. 

'f | P '» • | r 


1 

n’KI n. 

»*i - 

Argument, evidence. V I, 2. 

n»Ki 

* • i 

Sight. V, I. 

n»n „. 

»• • 

Redundancy of water, moistness. III. 4. 

nn v. 

Smell. V, I. 


V 

»Knac» „. 

• tT* 

The planet Saturn. IV, 7. 

nrrfc> „. 

» • 

Speaking. V. 1. 

njroc> n. 

▼ • i 

Hearing. V, 1. 

nne> o. 

To serve. I, 8. 


n 

»Sn „. 

• • 

The constellation Draco or Dragon. V I, 2. 

tf*oe*n «. 

Coition. V, I. 

DDn orfcun,, 

• ▼ • T 

1b seize, to take hold of. 
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THE ROSICRUCIAN ORDER, AMORC 

Vurpose and Work of the Order 

The Rosicrucian Order, AMORC, is a philosophical and initiatic 
tradition. As students progress in their studies, they are initiated into 
the next level or degree. 

Rosicrucians are men and women around the world who study the 
laws of nature in order to live in harmony with them. Individuals study 
the Rosicrucian lessons in the privacy of their own homes on subjects 
such as the nature of the soul, developing intuition, classical Greek 
philosophy, energy centers in the body, and self-healing techniques. 

The Rosicrucian tradition encourages each student to discover the 
wisdom, compassion, strength, and peace that already reside within 
each of us. 


www.rosicrucian.org 



